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Deer and Mill Creeks Acquisition and Enhancement
H. Executive Summary

a. Project t~tle: Deer and. Mill Creeks Acquisitinn and Enhancement

Applicant: The Nature Conservancy

b. Project descr~aon and pdmary biological/ecological objectives
Tha Nacre Conservancy requests $1,994,400 from the I998 CALFED Ecosystem Restoration
Program for the acquisition, revegetation, and management of critical riparian and floodplain
easements totaling almost 2,500 acres along the !ower and middle reaches of Doer alxd Mill
Creeks ha the upper Sacramento River watershed. The total cost of the proposed project is
$2,592,570. In addition to CALFED funding, The Nature Conservancy will also pursue thuds
from other public and private matching sources. The proposed project is part of a
comprehensive effort to restore and protect a continuous corridor of riparian, aquatic, and
upland habitat along key tributary streams of the Sacramento River ha eastern Tehama County,
including Deer, Mill, and Battle Creeks. This proposal is being submitxed for funding under
the Floodplain Management and Habitat Restoration category.

The proposed project supports the objectives of the CALFED Bay-Deha Program by focusing
oa high-risk species and habitats and by providing broad ecosystem benefits. The priroary
biologicaliecologica2 and other CALFED objectives of this proposal are:

¯ To protect and restore riparian and aquatic habitats in order to maintain cotuinuons
habitat corridors along key tributary streams and their confluences with the main stem of
the upper Sacramento River.

¯ To improve the lung-term sustainability of natural production of anadromons fish
populations, in particular spring-run, fali-run, and late fall-run chinook salmon and
steelhead trout.

¯ To retire flood-prone lands, "thus preventing economic losses due to flooding and
reducing the likelihood of lamlowners building levees and other flood control structures
which can constrain the natural channel meander and linfit riparian vegetation..

¯ To foster community support for habitat protection and engage local landowners and
students in restoration activities in order to demonstrate the feasibility and benefits of
ecological restoration.

c. Approach/tasks/schedule
The proposed project includes the acquisition of conservation easements on four key properties
on Deer and Mill Creeks to protect existing and restorable riparian habitat. Each of the
conservation easements will be purchased from a willing seller at a purchase price demrmined
by a qualified appraiser. In addition, the projest includes revegetatiun and e~hancement
activities on three of these properties; additional agreements with the landowners will be
devetoped as necessary to implement the proposed revegetation. Start-up management
activities for all acquirad properties will include nstablishment of compliance monitoring for
ensement properties and the installation of fencing (as needed). Long-term management
activities will consist of ongoing compliance monitoring of easement properties.

DEER AND MILL CREEKS ACQUISITION AND ENHANCEMENT                      ILl

I --009561
1-009561



d. Jusafication for project
Deer and Mill Creeks support Sacramento River tributary ecosystems that are highly ranked in
the CALFED Ecosystem Restoration Program PIan and in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s
Anadromona Fish Restoration Plan. Protection orthese two tributary ecosystems through
acquisition and revegetation of key riparian and floodplain properties supports CALFED
Ecosystem Restoration Program objectives by protecting high-priority species and habitats,
including spring-run chinook salmon, steelhead trout, late fall-run chinook salmon, shaded
riverine aquatic habitat and instream aquatic habitat.

e. Budget costs and third-party impacts
The total request for funds is $1,994,400. This figure includes funding for conservation
easement acquisition, revegetation, management, and outreach activities, as well as operations
and endowment costs. This request represents approximately 75 percent of the total estimated
project costs; we expect to match the balance, approxLrnately $600,000, with funding from
other public and private sources (see Section V). There are no known negative third-party
~mpacts from the activities for which we are requesting funding.

f. Applicant qualifications
For more than ten years, The Nature Conservancy has worked with private landowners, public
agencies, and the local watershed conservancies to coordinate conservation efforts on the upper
Sacramento River and several of its tributaries. The Nature Conservancy has been active in the
protection and enhancement of key habitat lands within the Sacramento River National Wildlife
Refuge, ca Deer and Mill Creeks, and at Gray Davis Dye Creek and Vina Plains Preserves.

g. Monitoring and data evaluan’on
The proposed project includes both compliance and biological monitoring components.
Compliance monitoring will be designed and implemented on all easement properties to ensure
that the terms and conditions of the easements are being met. Specific biological monitoring
plans will be developed in consultation with CALFED. Biological monitorthg will include
monitoring of the revegetation sites for the three-year term of the project and could also
include aerial photography of riverine habitat and channel meander in the lower reaches of the
creeks, as well as monitoring plant survival and water temporarare in the revegetation area.
The Nature Conservancy will coordinate with ongoing monitoring programs in the project
area, including the juvenile and adult spring-run salmon monitoring programs conducted by the
California Department of Fish and Game.

h. Local support/coordination with other programs/eompatibility with CALFED objectives
The Nature Conservancy has been working cooperatively with the local watershed
conservartcies ca Deer, Mill, and Battle Creeks and with state and federal agencies. The
proposed project is entirely consismnt with CALFED objectives in :hat the project addresses
the need to improve and expand aquatic and terrestrial habitats and upgrade ecological
functions in the Bay-Delta ecosystem in order to support sustainable populations of diverse and
valuable plant and animal species.
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IlL Title Page

a. 1~tle of project: Deer and Mill Creeks Acquisitlan and Enhancement
b. Applicant.

The Nature Conservancy
201 Mission Street, 4th floor
San Francisco, CA 94105
phon~ (4.15) 7774)487; fax (415) 777-0244
Contact: Peggy McNutt
phone (530) 527-0410; fax (530) 5274384

c. ~pe of organiza~n and tax status:
The Nature Conservancy is a Disa’ict of Columbia non-profit corporation with
501(¢)(3) tax-exempt status

d. Tax identificmion number: 53-0242652

e. Participants/collaborators:

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (CVPIA)
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Deer Creek Watershed Conservancy
Mill Creek Conservancy
Baffle Creek Watershed Conservancy
National Fish and Wildlifv Foundation
Los Molinos Unified School District
Merman Foundation
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IV. Project Description

a. Project description and approach
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) requests $1,994,400 from the 1998 CALFED Ecosystem
Restoration Program f~r the acquisition, revegetation, management, and monitoring of critical
riparian and floodplain properties totaling almost 2,500 acres along the lower and middle
reaches of Deer and Mill Creeks in the upper Saeramenr~ River watershed. The total cost of
the proposed project is $2,592,570. In addition to CALFED funding, TNC will also pursue
funds from other public and private matching sources. See Section V.

Tkis proposal is being submitted for fi.mding under ~e Floodplain Management and Habitat
Restoration category. The proposed project supports the objectives of the CALFED Bay-Delta
Program by focusing on high-risk species and habitats and by providing broad ecosystem
benefits. The proposed project expands an ongoing effort to protect and restore a continuous
corridor of riparian, aquatic, and associated upland habitat along key tributary streams
incinding Deer, Mill, and Battle Creeks ~nd their confluences with the main stem of the upper
Sacramento River.

Land aequlaltiun under this proposal will focus on conservation easements in order to provide
permanent conservation benefits while maintaining land in private use and ownership. The
proposed project includes the acquisition of comervation easements on four key properties on
Deer and Mill Creeks to protect existing and restorable riparian habitat. The terms of the
easements will ensure the protection of the riparian habitat and connectivity of the stream to its
floodplain, but may vary slightly to fit a particular property or a landowner’s needs. The
specific properties identified for easements and revegetation are high-priority candidates for
protection due to their strategic locations:
¯ The New Clairvaux Abbey property is located near the confIuence of Deer Creek and the

main stem of the Sacramento River. It consists of existing riparian habitat with some
invasive, non-native plant species (arundo and fig) and a flood-prone ercltatd.

¯ The Peek property abuts both Deer Creek and Dry Creek. The latter is important salmon
rearing habitat. The Peek parcel is located along Highway 99; acquisition of a conservation
easement on this property will limit subdivision and prevent conversion to incompatible land
uses that would likely result in habitat fragmenntfton, increased erosion, and negative
impacts on water quality.

¯ The Porter property is located on Deer Creek, direetly adjacent to and between two riparian
areas already protected under conservation easements held by TNC and funded by the
CVP1A. This property includes existing habitat, some of which was damaged hi the 1997
flooding, and flo~d-prnne orchards that would gradually be revegetated with native trees and
shrubs.

¯ The Klinesteker property on Mill Creek is directly adjacent to an 11.3-acre parcel that TNC
acquired in 1997 with private funds and that is scheduled for revegetatiun and enhancement
with grants from the National Fish and Wildlife and Mermen foundations.

Revegetation and enhancement of native riparian vegetation on three of the four properties
(Abbey, Porter, and Klinesteker) will contribute to the long-range $oal of restoring a
continnons corridor of native riparian vegetation along Deer and Mill Creeks all the way to
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their confluences with the Sacramento River. Tasks will include planning and/or
implementation of revegetation activities based on site-specific needs. In addition to the
pcotection provided by the comervation easements, agreements with the landowners will be
developed as necessary to implement the proposed revegetation.
Managemant will include start-up stewardship activities such as establishment of compliance
monitoring for easement properties and may include fencing as needed. Long-term
managemant activities will consist of ongoing compliance monitoring.

Conanunity support or and coordination with local watershed plans and other restoration
programs are key aspects of the proposed project. TNC will work cooperatively with
landowners and the local watershed groups -- the Deer Creek Watershed Conservancy, Mill
Creek Conservancy, and Battle Creek Watershed Conservancy -- to develop and encourage
community support for watershed conservation. The proposed project includes community
outreach activities such as revegetatinn demonstration events a~d acquisition workshops for
local la~lowners and lncal watershed conservancies. In addition, revegetatfuu activities on
Deer and Mill Creeks are being coordinated with similar efforts to protect and restore riparian
habitat along the main stem of the Sacramento River.

b. Proposed scope of work
The folhiwing describes the tasks and deliverablee for the proposed project. Project costs and
schedule can be found in Section V.
¯ A~uisition -- TNC intends to negotiate and purchase eonservatinn easements on four key

properties: Abbey (100 acres), Peek (2,209 acres), Porter (162 acres), and Klinasteker (11
acres). Actions include all neeessasy due diligence steps iacinding appraisals, hazardous
materials assessments, surveys, and preparation of Easement Documentation Reports. TNC
plans to complete acquisition of all four easements within the throe-year term of the grant.
For each acquisition, TNC wtii submit to CALFED or the representative agency a copy of
the recorded conservation easement. TNC will request that, if possible, capital funds be
placed in escrow prior to closings or as an alternative, TNC will close with its own lands
and request reimbursement from CALFED for ¢apitul costa in addition m other acquisition

¯ Start-up stewardshin -- Start-up stewardship tasks include establishurant of compliance
monitoring for conservation easements and physical improvements, such as fencing, as
necessary. Start-up stewardship activities will be carried out within the first year aRer TNC
acquires each easement, subject to agreement with the landowner.

~, ~-- The proposed project includes planning and/or implementing revegetation
and enhancement activities on three sites (Abbey, Porter, and Klineateker). Actions thefude
site planning for all three properties and site preparation and implementation for the Porter
and Klinesteker properties, including purchase of equipment and supplies, installation of

maintenance and monitoring for the duration of the three-year project. Planning tasks may
also include hydrology studies and mapping of invasive non-native plants. These activities
will be initiated following acquisition of the easements. At the end of the project TNC will
submit a final report summarizing revegetatian and enhancement activities on each property.
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TNC will also submit quarterly programmatic reports, as required, that will also discuss
these activities.

¯ ~ -- TNC will continue its revegetatinn protocol for monitoring plant survival over
the three-year project. Additional biological monitoring will be planned in consultation with
CALFED; it may include aerial photography of riverine habitat and channel meander in the
lower reaches of the creeks, and continued monitoring of water temperature.

* Community outreach -- TNC will hold two revegetatinn demonstration days for local
watershed conservancies and landowners, tn addition, TNC has presented acquisition and
easement workshops to the Mill Creek Conservancy and Deer Creek Watershed
Conservancy.. and will~ caminu~ to qravide these ouIreack~s~

be a cooperative responsibility of TNC and the landowner as described under the terms of
the easement. TNC’s long-term responsibilities will involve compliance monitoring of the
easement properties. The Operations and Management funding requested in thi.s proposal
will be used as an endowment fund to cover these ongoing monitoring costs

c. Location/boundaries of the project

The properties described in this proposal are located in the floodplains of Deer and Mill
Creeks in the Butte Basin Ecological Zone (as described in the Ecosystem Restoration Program
Plan). Specifically, three of the four parcels (Abbey, Peek, and Porter) are located on Deer
Creek. The fourth parcel, the Klinesteker property, is located on Mill Creek. These parcels
are all identified as high priority for protection because of their strategic location on creeks
supporting spring-run chinook salmon and because they are flood-prone orchard properties,
properties adjacent to existing protected conservation areas, and/or properties at risk of
incompatible development. See attached maps.
d. Expected benefits

The proposed project suppo~s the objectives of the CALFED F~nsystem Restoration Program
Plan by focusing on high-risk species and habitats a~d by providing broad ecosystem benefits.
The prhnary biolngical/ecological and other CALFED objectives of the proposed project are:

o To protect and r~tore riparian and aquatic habitats in order to mninmin continuous
habitat corcidors along key tribu~ry streams and their confluences with the main stem of
the upper Sacramento l~ver.

¯ To improve the long-term sustainability of natural production of anadromous fish
populations, in particular spring-run, fall-run and late fall-run chinook salmon and
steelhead trout.

¯ To retire flood-prone lands, thus preventing economic losses due to flooding and
reducing the likelihoed of landowners building levees and other final contro! str~cmres
which can cons~rnin the natural charmel meander and limit riparian vegetation.

¯ To foster coramunity support for habitat protection and engage local landowners anil
students in restoration activities in order to demonstrate the feasibility and benefits of
ecological restoration.
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priority Soeeies and Habitats. Deer and Mill Creeks are high priorities for protection due to
their existing populations of high-prinrily anadromous fish species. The project will benefit
several priority species and habitats as described in the Ecosystem Restoration Program Plan:

1. Spring-run chinook salmon and steelhead trout
The proposed project will benefit both of these first-tier priority species by protecting
their natal rearing areas, holding areas, and migratory pathways to their spawning
grounds at higher elevations.

2. Sacramento fall run and lute fall-run chinook salmon
The proposed project will benefit late fall-run (primary first-tier) and fall-run
(secondary) chinook salmon by protecting spawning habitat from degradation and
human disturbance and by protecting and enhancing shaded riverine aquatic habitat. In
addition, the project provides critical habitat for native resident fish and neotropical
migratory birch.

3. [nstream and shaded riverine aquatic habitat
The proposed project will protect existing habitat and restore and enhance potential
habitat on strategically-located riparian and floodplain properties.

Key Stressors. The proposed project addresses key stressors affecting the Deer Creek and
Mill Creek tributary ecosystems, as identif’led in the CALFED Proposal Solicitation Package
(May 1998):

I. Channel form changes: Loss of existing riparian zone or lack of regeneration potential
AS descl’ibed in the ERPP, loss of riparian habitat act~ as a stressor by reducing food
supplies for fish and wildlife, eliminating shaded riverine aquatic habitat, reducing
chaunel complexity, and eI~ting cover and nesting habitat. The proposed project
addresses these stressors in several ways: (a) Acquisition of easement interests in key
riparian and floodplain parcels will permanently protect existing habitat and prevem
negative impacts arising from i~compatible land uses. (b) Revegetatimt and
enhancement aetivhies will fnrther address this key stressor by increasing the amount of
vegetation and reducing exotics in the riparian corridors.

2. Channel form changes: Prevention of channel meander
Clammel meander is a natural process essential to the healthy functioning of the
tributary ecosystem. Both Mill and Deer Creek~ maintain natural channel meanders
throughout most of their middle and lower reaches, with the exception of some
residential development, a few flood-prone orchard properties, and some maintained
levees on Deer Creek. The proposed project targets properties where natural channel
meander still occurs and where revegetation to native habitat is expected to reduce the
likelihood that flood control structures will be installed that could impair the natural
ehaunel meander.

3. Land use: Grazing
Grazing impacts can include loss of riparian habitat, increased erosion, and decreased
water quality. The proposed project will address this stressor by providing permanent
habitat protection through restrictions in the couservatinn easements that will prohibit
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or limit cattle grazin8 in the riparian areas. This will reduce the adverse impacts on the
riparian and aquatic habitat areas.

Benefits to CALFED non-ecosystem objectives Revegetation and protection of riparian habitat
help reduce risk of flood damage and can improve water quality. The proposed project does
not conflict with any CALFED objectives.
~ One of the benefits of the proposed project is providing permanent
ecological protection while retaining land in private ownership. This approach is cost-effective
and fosters community support for watershed protection. The alternative of no action wouId
provide no permanent protection and. could allow changes in land use re, sulting in negative
impacts that would eventually require costly restoration.

e. Background and Ecological Jus~iflcatfon
The project mects multiple objectives of both the Ecosystem Restoration Program Plan (March
1998) and the Auadromons Fish Restoration Program by improving the long-term
sustaiuability of natural production of anadromons fish populations, and hy involving partners
in the loon! community in the implementation of habita~ protection and e~ancement.
Spocifically, the project addresses ERPP Implementation Objectives for the Butte Basin
Ecological Zone (pp. 237-248):

I. Riparian and Riverine Aquatic Habitats
The implementation objective for riparian and riverine aquatic habitats is to restore
riparian scrub, woodland, and forest habitat in order to create riparian vegetation
corridors that provide shaded riverthe aquatic cover for madromous fish species and
create high-quality habitat for associated special-status plant and anima! species and
other wildlife. Specific Programmatic Actions (pp.241) include: (a) developing a
cooperative program to restore and maintain riparian habitat along Mill Creek by
acquh"mg conservation easements, and (b) developing a cooperative program to restore
and maintain riparian habitat along Deer Creek by acquiring conservation easements.
The proposed project addresses this objective by implementing the recommended
programmatic actions.

2. Land Use
The implementation objcctivea for land use are to promote rangeland management
practices and livestock grazing levels to maintain high-quality habitat conditions for
wildlife and aquatic and plant communities; protect riparian vegetation; maintain shaded
riverine aquatic habitat; and prevent bank erosion. Specific Programmatic Actions (pp.
243) include developing a cooperative program to establish, restore, and maintain
riparian habitats and creating buffer zones between the creek and developments or other
land use activities such as livestock grazing. The proposed project addresses this
objective by protecting and enhan¢in8 existing riparian habitat and by providing
permanent protections and restrictions on land use activities through the terms of the
consefvatinn easements.

~ The long-term objective for the Deer and Mill Creeks Acquisition and
Enhancement Program is to restore and protect a continuous corridor of riparian, aquatic, and
associated upland habitat along key U’ibotaries ofthe upper Sacramento River. TNC has
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already protected 1.576 acres along Deer and Mill Creeks and is negotiating easements or fee
acquisitions on another 2,612 acres. In addition. TNC has initiated revegetatinn projects on
Mill Creek and Dye Creek in coordination with the Mill Creek Conservancy and the Los
Molinos Unified School District, The initial phase of the project is being funded with 1997
Category III ~uads from CALFED, the National Fish and Wildlife Fotmdation, the Meanea
Foundation. and CVPIA.

f. Monitoring and dana evaluation

Monitoring for the proposed project consists of: (1) compliance monitoring, to ensure that the
terms of the acquired conservation easements a~e met by landowners retaining fee title and use
of the property; and (2) biological monitoring, to evaluate the conservation benefits of the
revegetation proj acts.

Compliance monitoring includes (1) preparation of an Easement Documentation Report (EDR)
at the time the easement is acquired, and (2) establishment of compliance monitoring protocols.
Monitoring of the easement properties will be done on an annual basis (or as needed) and will
generally include a site inspection and contact with the property owner. Compliance
monitoring reports will be made available to CALFED on request and will be maintained with
the Easement Documentation Report as a record of the condition of the property.

Biological monitoring plans for the revegetation sites will be developed in consultation with
CALFED and may include aerial photography of riverine habitat and channel meander in the
lower reaches of the creeks. Plant survival will be monitored annually for the r~’ee-year term
of the o.roi~t. Followin~dhe n~oloco[ develot~V:l£or exisdmtjeven~tation~foi~cr~.a a’_otra~ete_
census will be conducted two months after planting and annually thereafter within the three
years of the project, in order to determine survival rates. In addition, TNC is currently
conducting water temperature monitoring along Dye Creek and will implement temperature

monitoring at two sites on Mill Creek next year. However, single revegetatinn projects may
have only negligible impacts on water temperature~ during the term of the project. TNC will
also coordinate with ongoing monitoring programs in the project area, including the juvenile
and adult spring-run salmon monitoring programs conducted by the California Deparmaent of
Fish and Game.

g. lmplementability

No permitting or environmental clearance is required to implement the proposed acquisitions.
All properties on which easements are to be acquired will be reviewed regarding the condition
of the title (e.g., liens, encumbrances, or other factors.which might limit enforcement of the
conservation restrictions) and the condition of the property (e.g., due diligence inspection for
hazardous materials). TNC will comply with any regulatory requirements for the Deer Creek
revegetation projects.

Community support and involvement are ~knertaat components of the proposed project. The
Nature Conservancy will work cooperatively wi~ landowners, local community members, and
the local watershed groups -- Deer Creek Watershed Conservancy and Mill Creek
Conservancy -- to ensure eourdination with local watershed management plans.
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V. Costs and Schedule to Implement Proposed Project
a. Budget costs

The total project cost is $2,592,570.
The total request for CALFED funds for the proposed project is $1,994,400.

Project Direct Overhead Service Material Misc. and Total Cost CALFED
Phase and Salary, Labor Contracts and other Request
Task Benefits (General, Acqnisi- Direct

and Labor admin tion Costs

Hours and fee) Contracts

Land $55,000 $11,000 $42,000 $1,874,700 $1,982,700$1,487,000

Acquisition [1,275 krs]

Start-up $4,00O $800 $5,500 $t0,3~0 $10,300
Stewardship [150 ~’s]

O&M Funds $187,470 $187,470 $140,600

Revegetation $84,000 $16,800$14%000 $53,1300 %000 $307,80t3 $263,000

[2,675 hrs]
Monitoring $22,000 $4,400 $60,000 $2,0~0 $88,4-00 $88,400

[685

Outreach       $12,000    $2,400 $250 $1,250 $15,900 $5,100

[2~5 h~]
Totals $177,000 $35,400 $254,500 $1,927,950$197,720$2,592,570$1,994,400

[5,060 hrs]

Other Contributions
To date, acquisition and rovegetation activities in the Deer and Mill Creeks project area have
been supported by public and private funding totaling over $850,000. Funds have come from
the C~ntral Valley Project Improvement Act (AFRP), CALFED (Category Ill), the National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation, and the Mennen Foundation, as well as from private donations
for land acquisition and management, project development, and staff support.

For the proposed project, The Nature Conservancy will pursue funding from other public and
private sources to meet the total project budget.- This CALFED funding request represents
approximately 75 percent of the total project cost. TNC intends to raise the balance of
$597,299 from public and private sources, insluding CVPIA. In addition, the Corps of
Engineers strongly supports this proposal and is seeking Federal funding from environmental
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restoration authorities such as Section 1135 and Section 206 in order to participate in this
praject.
B__ug[ge t Detail

¯ Most of the required ’task~ will be implemented by TNC staff, though some tasks may be
carried out by subcontractors. Some of the due diligence tasks related to acquisition
(e.g. appraisals and surveys) will most likely be carried out by subcon~etors with
whom the apptieant has an established relationship. In such eases, there is an increased
efficiency and most often a related savings th cost and time in engaging a subcontractor
who is already familiar with the project area and with the applicant’s tequkements.
Similarly, some of the implementation tasks of the revegetatlou activities will most
likely be subcontracted to local contractors or landowners who have been directly
involved in vegetation efforts in the project area.

¯ The Operations and Management f~mding is calculated at 10 percent of the capital cost
0.rid is intended to be held in a permanent endowment. Annual income from that fund is
to be used for ongoing management costs, including compliance monitoring.

¯ Overhead is calculated as 20 percent, which is The Nature Conservancy’s federally-
approved rate as of Jniy 1, 1998, on salaries and benefits.

¯ If CALFED is able to offer only partial funding for the project, the project applicants
would be willing to revise the scope of the project accordingly, either by scaling down
the project and/or pursuing additional funding sources.

b. Schedule milestones
Note that schedule of completion is dependent on timing of final grant contract.
IcY 1998-99 (]’uly 1, 1998 - June 30, 1999)

,, Continue negotiations with willing landowners
* Begin due diligence (appraisals, surveys) on selected parcels under negotiation
¯ Negotiate contracts and easements with willing landowners
¯ Close acquisition of easements on at least ~,vo parcels
¯ Implement start-up stewardship actions and develop biological monitoring plans on

acquired easement properties
¯ Plan and begin implementation of revegetatiou projects

IcY 2000-2001 (July 1, 1999 - June 30, 2001)
¯ Continue negotiations with willing landowners
¯ Continue due diligence on selected parceis under negotiation
¯ Negotiate contracts and easements with willing landowners
¯ Close acquisition of easements on two parcels
¯ Implement start-up stewardship actions and biological monitoring plans
¯ Establish compliance monitoring on acquired easement properties
¯ Complete implementation of revegetadon projects and continue biological monitoring

c. Third-puny impacts
Because the acquisition of conservation easements will maintain property in private ownership
and use, the project should ant significantly alter the ownership or land use patU~rn in the area.
In addition, local contractors and landowners may be involved in the revegetation activities,
helping to support the local economy. No third-party impacts are anticipated.
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VI. Appficant Qualifications
The Nature Conservancy is an international, private, non-profit membership organization
whose mission is to preserve plants, animals, and natural communities that represent the
diversity of life otx Earth by protecting the lands and waters they need to survNe. Tb.e
Conservancy ttas over 45 years of experience in identifying, protecting, and managing
significant natural areusl Its streng~ and reputation are built on the policy and practice of
applying the best conservation science available and of building pav:mrships with local
communities, private organizations, and public agencies to achieve mutual conservation goals.

The Nature Conservancy of California uses a wide variety of tools to help forge solutiom to
conservation issues. We employ the following four methods most frequently: acquisition of
land or conservation easements, land management and restoration, land-use planning and
conflict resolution, and community education and outreach.

Several of The Nature Conservancy’s landmark conservation projects have focused on riparian
ecosystems. Conservation efforts for these complex natural communities must include
maintaining and restoring the matural processes that are essential to the long-term health of the
hydrologie.al system. In add?~tiun, The Nature Conservancy strives to balance the protection and
restoration of natural communities with compatible human uses.

Specific examples include:

Costmmes River Project, Sacramento County. The Cosumnes River’s annual floods
keep alive forests and wetlands like those that once covered the Central Valley, providing
homes and rest stops for tens of thousands of waterfowl and migratory birds. Working
side by side with the local agricultural community and other partners, the Conservancy is
managing and restoring thousands of acres to health. Protection tools here include
acquisition, conservation easements, management and restoration, and cooperative
arrangements with farmers to develop sustainable agriculture.

Sacramento River Project, Butte County. The great Central Valley was once covered by
jungle-like riverside forests estimated at nearly one million acres. Today they have been
reduced to 20,000 acres. Working with local agricultural interests, TNC is currently
staging the largest streamside restoration project in the U.S. Our goal is to replant a
continuous 100-mile stretch of forest along the Sacramento River.

Santa Margarita River Project, Riverside County. The lands of an historic rancho on
the Santa Rosa Plateau, with its rolling hills, stands of rare Engeimama oak, and peretmial
streams within the larger Santa Margarita River watershed provide the thousands who visit
this keystone project area with a remarkable glimpse of California’s past. Working with
local partners, TNC is committed to safeguarding the plateau and maintaining the health of
the adjoining river corridor while meeting the needs of a growing human community
through a variety of tools.
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VII. Compliance with Standard Terms and Conditions

While The Nature Comervancy’s systern~ comply with OMB Circulars A-It0, A-122 and A-
133, our accounting systerm do not currently comply with all provisions of the cost accounting
standards (which are applicable to federal procurement contracts). Therefore, the Conservancy
would strongly prier a grant or cooperative agr~emem. In ad~tion, given the det’mitinns in
federal law, it would appear that this type of project would most reasonably fall under a grant
or cooperative agreement.
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A~achmeltt ~

Certifications Regarding Debarment, Suspension and
Other Responsibility Matters, Drug-Free Workplace

Requirements and Lobbying
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AUTHORIZED CERTIFYING OFFIC~

Stava ~Co~ick~ California Re~ion~l Director. The Nature Conse~n~v

WPED NAME AND ~E

DATE
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MILL CREEK CONSERVANCY

Steve McCormick 24 June 1998
The Nature Conservancy
20 l Mission St.
San Francisco, CA 94105

Re: Support for land protection program along Mill Creek

Dear Steve.

The Board of Directors of the Mill Creek Conservancy has asked me to convey to you a
letter affirming our full support of The Nature Conservancy’s land protection program
along Mill Creek.

The Nature Conservancy’s program to work with willing land owners to preserve land
lhrough fee and easement acquisition and habitat revegetation will contribute
significantly to the protection of the important riparian and aquatic habitat in the Mill
Creek watershed. This tributary stream is crilically important to sustaining native fish and
wildlit~ and tts protec~on enhances ~;he health of the whole upper Sacramento Rrver
watershed ecosystem. Mill Creek also has the highest elevation spawning grounds for the
spring run chinook salmon in the United States.

The Mill Creek Conservancy is actively engaged in cooperative efforts with The Nature
Conservancy in the Mill Creek watershed, including several revegetatiun projects in the
riparian corridor funded by private and public grants. [n addition, the Mill Creek
Conservancy coordinated the development o~a Mill Creek Watershed Management
Strategy, which recommends the establishment of a conservation protection and
acquisition program to ensure long-term protection for the riparian corridor.

Please fell free to use a copy of this letter show our support of The Nature Conservaney’s
programs on Mill Creek,

Sincerly,

R. Sec/CFO

c: Peggy McNutt
Butt Bundy
Doug Latimer
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June 1~J8

Robe~ Lee
Sa=etaty, BCWC
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t416 ~b~, ~a,u~ 9uUr. 11~
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